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two are distinct? or are the white and slate birds only di- 
morphic varieties? Has any one seen the Asiatic race slate- 
coloured when in the nest, or observed the slate-coloured 
and white birds breeding together in India ? 


XVI.—Ornithological Notes from the Neighbourhood of Buenos 
Ayres. By Henry Durnrorp. 


Tue following notes were made during the first five months 
of my residence near this town, and, under many difficul- 
ties, at such times as I could spare from other employ- 
ment. The determination of the names of the skins I have 
made I owe to Dr. Burmeister’s kindness, who has ever been 
ready to render me all the assistance in his power*. Most 
of my notes have been made at Belgrano, where I live, a 
place situated about six miles to the north-west of Buenos 
Ayres, on the shores of the La Plata. I have also visited 
other localities, the names of which appear in the body of my 
notes. 
SYLVIIDÆ. 


I saw two individuals of Polioptila dumicola on 10th Oc- 
tober of the present year (1875), in some marshy ground near 
San Isidro. They were hunting amongst the reeds, some- 
what like Tits (Parus). 


TROGLODYTIDÆ. 


Troglodytes furvus (called “ Ratoncito” by the natives) is 
very abundant; it has a pretty little song, which it pours 
forth from the top of some bush, or perched on an aloe-leaf. 
On the 10th October I found eggs; the complement in a nest is 
usually five. The eggs are small and much speckled with red. 
I have seen many ; and they differ considerably in different 
nests. These are made of bits of rush and grass, warmly 
lined with wool and feathers, and are generally placed in the 
stump of an old ombra-tree—the only indigenous tree, I be- 


* [These names we have altered to correspond with those used in the 
‘Nomenclator Avium Neotropicalium.’—Ep. ] 
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lieve, of the country, and useful for nothing but to keep off 
the rays of the sun. 


MoraciLLIDÆ. 

Anthus rufus is very common, occasionally perching on 
trees, bushes, &c. In its flight it circles upwards, like our 
Sky-Lark, its voice, however, being far inferior to the song of 
that bird. On September 28th a friend of mine took three 
fresh eggs from a nest of grass lined with hair; and on Oc- 
tober 5th I took three slightly incubated eggs from a nest 
made entirely of cow’s hair. 

Mniori,tipa&. 

A single specimen of Parula pitiayumi is the only member 
of this family I have yet met with. It came so close to me 
that I knocked it over with my stick. 


HIRUNDINIDÆ. 

Progne purpurea was first seen on September 22nd; by 
October 13th it was common. On April 3rd I saw a specimen 
of Hirundo leucorrhoa flying over the island of Flores, to the 
east of Buenos Ayres; and on August 10th I observed others 
at Belgrano ; from the latter date to the 18th they appeared 
sparingly, the weather being cloudy and unsettled ; by Oc- 
tober 9th they were busily engaged in building their nests, and 
were very abundant. I often observe birds of this species 
clinging to the trunks of large willow trees which are full of 
holes ; they also perch on twigs just outside the holes; and 
once I saw one sitting on the edge of a large opening in a 
branch. On October 3rd I saw two pairs of Atticora cyano- 
leuca frequenting some holes in a sand-pit near Flores; as 
they often returned to the pit, and clung to the face of its 
perpendicular sides, I think they had nests near. I thrust 
the whole length of my walking-stick into two or three of the 
holes, without touching the end of any of them. I am told 
this Swallow remains the whole year near Buenos Ayres; and 
a friend assures me that he once shot one when Duck-shooting 
in the winter. 

FRINGILLIDE. 
Zonotrichia pileata, the Sparrow of this country, is very 
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abundant, and is now (October) nesting everywhere. The 
nest is made of moss, lined with hair, and sometimes a little 
wool; it is usually to be found at the foot of a small tree or 
bush. The complement of eggs seems to be four; they vary 
exceedingly, but always have the appearance of belonging to 
a Finch. From the 5th to the 10th of September I saw 
Chrysomitris magellanica common near Ranchos, about 70 
miles from Buenos Ayres; they were frequenting the Eu- 
calyptus trees planted in the neighbourhood. 


ĪCTERIDÆ. 

Molothrus bonariensis I frequently see, being most common 
in marshy ground. Agelæus thilius was in flocks at Punta 
Lara on June 29th, when I shot a male; the females were 
scarcer, and did not mix with the other sex, but were also in 
flocks. In October the species was common at Belgrano, 
but in pairs. On July 8th I saw four individuals at Punta 
Lara ; one of those I shot had been feeding on some aquatic 
plants, the seeds of which were in its mouth when I picked 
it up. I have not seen this bird since, but am told that it is 
common and resident here. Sturnella defilippii is common in 
the winter in large flocks. 


TYRANNIDÆ. 

Sisopygis icterophrys is pretty common in damp situations 
amongst trees and low bushes, from the Ist to 13th October. 
From May to September I saw many Lichenops perspicillata, 
usually singly, at most in pairs. I feel pretty sure that the 
female is the ferruginous, and the male the black bird, as I 
have constantly seen the two paired. On October 13th they 
were still common, but not yet building. 

On August 3rd I shot a specimen of Machetornis rixosa 
from a flock that were dusting themselves in the road; it 
does not appear to be a common bird. Hapalocercus flavi- 
ventris is abundant in rushes and low bushes from October 
lst to the middle of the month. Serpophaga subcristata 
is common here; its nest is a beautiful little structure 
of lichen and horsehair, lined with feathers. I have taken 
several nests, none of which contained more than two eggs. 
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Sometimes the nest is placed in the fork of a tree, some- 
times in a low bush about three feet from the ground. 
Cyanotis azare was pretty common at Punta Lara on July 
8th, in the extensive tract of marsh-land which lies about 
thirty miles from Buenos Ayres, to the south-east; at Bel- 
grano I have not yet seen it. Itis very Tit-like in its move- 
ments, diligently hunting over every little clump of reeds. 
The male and female are apparently alike. Meyarhynchus 
pitangua (called here “ Bien te veo” (well do I see you) from 
its note) is common everywhere, being a conspicuous bird. 
It often leaves its post of observation to chase some large 
dragonfly or other insect, returning many times to its perch. 
On October 3rd I found a deserted nest containing a broken 
egg; it was an untidy structure, made of bits of rags, wool, 
feathers, and hair. On October 6th I found another, which the 
birds were still building. The first Pyrocephalus rubineus 1 
saw was on September 20th; they are now (15th October) 
abundant everywhere at Belgrano, but are not yet nesting. 
They have a habit of leaving the twig or bough on which 
they perch and making a forage for insects, just as our com- 
mon Flycatcher does at home; they hover in the air, too, for 
many seconds together. Milvulus tyrannus, the Tijereta or 
Scissor-bird, I first saw on October 9th at Belgrano. At 
Flores it was first seen on October 16th; now it is common, 
but has not yet commenced nesting. 


DENDROCOLAPTID2. 


Furnarius rufus, the “ Hornero,” or Oven-bird, is very com- 
mon here. On August Ist I watched a pair repairing their 
nest; but the eggs seem to be laid much later in the year; for 
on October 9th I examined another empty nest, and a friend 
visited a nest without eggs on the 13th. The bird utters a 
loud piping note whenever the vicinity of its nest is invaded. 
Of Synallaxis I have noticed several species, but have not yet 
made them out sufficiently to say what they are. One species 
makes, for its size, an enormous nest ; and this, placed in a tree 
at various heights from the ground, is constructed of sticks and 
lined with hair and wool, the aperture being near the top. 
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Inside there are two rooms as it were, a passage leading from 
one to the other; in the lower the eggs are laid, the upper 
one, it is supposed, being used as a roosting-place all the year 
round. Placellodomus frontalis is not at all rare, frequenting 
damp places; I have found and identified three nests, all of 
which were placed at the ends of boughs about eight feet from 
the ground, being always of an oblong shape, never so round 
as that of the next species. The nest consists of sticks and 
twigs, lined with hair, and sometimes wool; the full com- 
plement of eggs is four. This species has very skulking habits. 
Placellodomus ruber is also common in marshy ground ; 
its nest is similar to that of the last-mentioned species, and 
constructed of the same materials, but is rounder in shape. 
The bird is not easy to identify, as when disturbed it hides 
itself amongst thick reeds or bushes. The eggs are white, 
the full complement being four or five. They are similar to 
those of P. frontalis, but rather larger. 


STRIGIDA. 

The Short-eared Owl (Otus brachyotus) is common in open 
lands, but is not often seen here; it flies towards dark, and 
feeds on beetles. The Burrowing-Owl (Pholeoptynx cunicu- 
laria) is abundant, building in holes in the ground ; it is an 
Owl of diurnal habits, being fond of sitting on a thistle or 
clod of earth, whence it flies to seize insects on the wing. 
Its flight is undulatory, and performed by rapid strokes of the 
wings. From May to September this bird was common near 
here; after that they appear to have betaken themselves to 
the campo to build in the Biscacha- and Armadillo-holes, 
which there abound. 


FaLconipa”. 

Two or three pairs of Buteo pterocles frequent a wood near 
Chirileay, about 100 miles from Buenos Ayres; the male is 
slightly smaller than the female. The “Chimango ” (Milvago 
chimango) is very common, frequenting the open campos in 
preference to the enclosed country. Polyborus tharus (the 
“Carrancha”’) is common, especially in marshy places ; it 
feeds indiscriminately on dead fish, lizards, carcasses of 
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horses, cattle, sheep, or other carrion, and it is said some- 
times to pick out the eyes of very young skeep. On Sep- 
tember 18th an undoubtedly genuine egg was sent me from 
Entre Rios. A nest I found myself near Belgrano was in 
the middle of a large swamp; it was a massive structure, 
composed of sticks and lined with a little coarse hair and 
sheep’s wool, and was full of putrid bits of horse-skin and 
bones of fish; it measured 5 feet round and 14 deep, and 
contained three young ones about a week old. Two of these 
I preserved, leaving one in the nest; but it was gone on 
October 6th, and the nest relined with cow’s-hair, evidently 
for a second brood. On the 13th no eggs had been laid. 


PHALACROCORACIDA. 


Phalacrocorax brasilianus I often see. I shot one, March 
25th, on Flores Island. 


ARDEID&. 


Ardea cocoi is tolerably common both in Banda Oriental 
and the banks of this river. On October 3rd I saw a Little 
Bittern, probably Ardetta involucris. I have also met with 
another species of Heron, which I take to be Ardea sibilatriz ; 
but I have not yet made it out satisfactorily. 


CICONIIDÆ. 
Ciconia maguari is common in every marsh of any extent. 


PLATALEIDÆ. 


Falcinellus igneus is very common; it has a strong smell, 
owing to the carrion it eats. During the last fortnight in 
September I noticed a large flock flying northwards; a 
friend who lives on the other side of Buenos Ayres noticed 
one also. There are still (Oct. 15th) some about here. 


PALAMEDEIDÆ. 

Chauna chavaria is common on all sides of Buenos Ayres. 
On October 3rd I observed a pair near here; but I have not 
yet ascertained if they breed in the neighbourhood. When 
wounded it is said to defend itself with its formidable spur. 
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ANATIDE. 

Two Swans (Cygnus nigricollis and C. coscoroba) are occa- 
sionally to be seen at this time (Oct. 15th), usually flying 
southwards, most of them having left for breeding-quarters. 
Querquedula cyanoptera is not uncommon ; I have shot a few 
at intervals between May and September. Dafila spinicauda 
is abundant, and may even now (Oct. 15th) be seen in flocks, 
though doubtless many are breeding. D. bahamensis I found 
pretty common at Espartilla, a place about 100 miles south 
of Buenos Ayres; I have not seen it elsewhere, though I am 
told it is not uncommon. The Chilian Wigeon (Mareca chi- 
loensis) is not very common, though I have shot several. 
Spatula platalea is abundant, and the easiest to shoot of the 
Ducks of this district. Metopiana peposaca is a most wary 
species, but the best of all for the table; it is common every- 
where. I procured a specimen of Erismatura ferruginea in 
the market, but have not yet seen it alive. I have shot a 
smaller species, but of which I have not yet made skins; and 
this, I suppose, is Æ. dominica. 


CoLuMBID. 

Zenaida maculata is, 1 believe, common in the province ; 
but, as yet, I have only once met with it; and this was on 
August 2nd, at Chirileay, about 100 miles from Buenos Ayres, 
when a vast flock passed over my head. Columbula picui is 
very common, keeping in large flocks during the winter : it 
is an early breeder; for on September 26th I found a nest 
with two eggs, and on October 3rd one with two young about 
a week old. The nest is very small for the size of the bird, 
so that when she sits she shows the whole of her head and 
neck on one side and her tail on the other. 


RAaLLIDÆ. 

Porphyriops melanops. Of this species I flushed and shot 
one on the banks of a lagoon about 100 miles south of this 
place, and saw another. Birds of this species may possibly 
be commoner than they seem ; for their skulking habits keep 
them out of sight. There is a Coot here which goes in large 
flocks, and has the habits of our Bald Coot. 
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CHARADRIIDÆ. 

Vanellus cayennensis is very abundant ; and fresh eggs are 
to be obtained on September 10th; on the 27th I saw young 
on the wing, which must have been bred quite early in the 
season. The nest is exactly like that of the Peewit, but larger, 
though the eggs are not larger than those of that bird. It 
frequently cries at night just as our bird does. Eudromias 
modesta is very good eating; one was shot on Flores Island 
out of a flock on 30th March ; I have often observed it out 
on the campo. 

TH1NocoRIDÆ. 

Thinocorus rumicivorus I found common from May to Sep- 
tember, and always in flocks. It seems equally fond of wet 
swamps and the dry campos. When disturbed they fly round, 
uttering a low whistle, and invariably alight head to wind. 
They remind me of flocks of Calidris arenaria as they stand 
motionless on the ground. 


SCOLOPACIDÆ. 

Himantopus brasiliensis is a very common species here, both 
in small flocks and singly; on May 27th I shot one changing 
to winter plumage, its head mottled with black and grey ; 
on June 29th I found them common at Punta Lara, all in 
winter plumage. Gallinago frenata is the only true Snipe 
here, and is abundant in every marsh in the country ; it is 
now (15th Oct.), I believe, breeding ; but I have not yet found 
a nest, though a marsh near contains two or three pairs. 
Rhynchea semicollaris in habits much resembles a Snipe, 
flying but a short distance, and lying close until nearly trodden 
upon; I have found two nests of this species, one on Sep- 
tember 20th, the other on October 5th; they were in a 
swamp about a mile from this; each was formed of a few 
pieces of reed in a slight depression in the ground; one was 
quite exposed in an open spot, the other under the shelter of 
a tuft of grass; each contained two eggs, from which the old 
birds of both were flushed. The eggs measure 1°5 by ‘9 inch, 
and are not very sharply pointed; they are of a dull dirty 
white ground, which is almost hidden by numerous spots and 
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blotches of dark umber-brown and black distributed over the 
whole egg. Gambetta flavipes are common, and on October 
10th were still in flocks ; so that they cannot be nesting, 
though the time must be near. 


LARIDE. 

A Tern I saw in March on Flores Island, and again in May 
on the shores of the La Plata, near Monte Video, I believe 
to have been Sterna trudeaui; but of this I am not certain. 
I saw a flock of Sterna superciliaris during a very stormy day 
in May, beating against the wind close inshore, near the 
custom-house at Monte Video; I have no doubt about the 
species, which appears on the wing to be a little larger than 
S. minuta. Of Gulls, Larus dominicanus is pretty common ; 
and on September 10th I shot one in full summer plumage. 
This Gull goes far inland ; for in September I found it com- 
mon about 100 miles south of Buenos Ayres, in the campo, 
where it feeds upon dead sheep, horses, &c. Larus maculi- 
pennis is the commonest species here; they commence as- 
suming their spring dress about the middle of July; they 
feed on worms and insects, and also on carrion. This bird 
much resembles our L. ridibundus in its actions and flight 
and voice. I believe it nests in the open campo, some distance 
to the south of Buenos Ayres; there are eggs in the mu- 
seum from this neighbourhood which resemble those of L. 
ridibundus, except that they are larger. I have not as yet, 
so far as I am aware, seen L. cirrhocephalus. 


PopiciPiTipz. 

Aj chmophorus major I have observed frequently in Banda 
Oriental, as well as near Buenos Ayres. I have also seen 
Tachybaptus dominicus near Monte Video in full summer 
plumage ; in August and September I saw it here on small 
streams, but during these months always in pairs. 


TINAMIDÆ. 
Nothura maculosa is abundant wherever there is cover; a 
friend of mine found a nest with one egg as early as July. 
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It is not so good to eat as a Partridge, and shows but poor 
sport, seeking to evade dogs by running, and when flushed 
flying low. Rhynchotis rufescens was some years ago quite 
common near Buenos Ayres; but now “civilization” has 
driven it backwards, so that it is not to be found in any 
numbers within 100 miles of this place. It is stili abundant 
at Chirileay, where it is caught by men and boys on horse- 
back. When a bird is sighted the horseman commences 
riding round it in narrowing circles, until he can pass a horse- 
hair noose over its head from the end of a long stick. The 
bird, when alarmed, invariably squats instead of running 
away. Inthe country they are to be bought for 2d. a piece ; 
in the town they fetch from ls. 6d. to 2s. 6d. each. The 
flesh is white and dry. One I flushed in the campo rose 
straight up, like a Pheasant, and then flew with a steady 
flight about 300 yards before it settled again. 


XVII.—WNotes on the Genus Helminthophaga. 
By Rospert Ripeway. 


Tur genus Helminthophaga ranks second in importance in the 
family Mniotiltide, one of the most characteristic of the Ne- 
arctic avifauna of all belonging to that region; and its nu- 
merous species are all strictly North American. They are 
distinguished for their graceful form, and, with few excep- 
tions, for their very pretty or even beautiful colouring. 

As is the case with the species of the genus Dendreca, the 
most numerous of all the Mniotiltide, the species of Helmin- 
thophaga belong chiefly to the Eastern Province, only four of 
the ten that are known being found in the country westward 
of the Rocky Mountains; and two of these are common to 
both halves of the continent. But this remark may be deemed 
superfluous when it is recalled that the same may be said of 
the family in general, of whose sixty-one species known to 
occur within the United States, as many as thirty-nine, or 
about two thirds, are confined to the Eastern Province; while 
the proportion of peculiar genera stands as nine eastern to none 


